
Fort Bend Community Prevention Coalition  
Meeting Minutes: February 19, 2015  8:30 AM  

Location – Fort Bend ISD Administration Building, Board Room  
 

Members In Attendance: Mickey Ary, Susan Harris, Taylor McFarland, Payal Patani, Meg 
Samuel-Siegel,  Terry Sheneman, Michele Sims, Dr. Bob Conlon, Venesa  Besiris, Andrea 
Ortiz, Mary Kiernan, Mandi Shexnayder, Jessica Shepard, Kelsea Auguillard, Samia Rafiq, 
Teresa Reading, Laura Jenkins, Terrie Tingle, Teplah Toomey, Bruno Thouin ,  William 
McDonald 
 
Welcoming: Sade Jackson (Mamie George Community Center) & Roger Barton (FBCSO) 
 
Welcome, Introductions & Member updates: 

 Mickey Ary – welcomed coalition members and visitors and thanked everyone for coming.  
Payal Patani read the mission statement. Mickey asked all new and existing members to 
introduce themselves. 

 Meg mentioned CEU opportunity that Evelyn Traylor shared that is being held at the  
Mamie George Community  Center on February 27th.  Debbie Knauss, an LCDC who has 
appeared on the Dr. Phil Show will be presenting about how drug and alcohol use affects 
a person’s brain. Although the event is intended for professionals, Evelyn said that 
coalition members are welcome to attend.  The event is free and lunch is provided.   

 
Review of Meeting Minutes:  

 Meeting minutes from January 29th coalition meeting were reviewed.   

 Mickey asked for motion to adopt or to change minutes.  Dr. Bob Conlon made the motion 
to accept the minutes, Teresa Reading seconded the motion, and all in favor raised their 
hand.  No one opposed.   

 
Assessment: 

 Kelsea Auguillard gave an update on the Zero Alcohol for Youth Campaign (ZAYC) 

survey.  The youth coalition at Bush High School received responses from 190 students 

and 19 staff. Students received incentives of sunglasses or drawstring bags for 
participating.  The survey was completed by the following: 70% Juniors, 25% seniors, 5% 
sophomores, no freshman.  Of those results 4% said the legal drinking age was 18, 77% 
saw it was a problem and had friends who drank, 30% knew of students who have gotten 
caught, 40% aren’t sure it the law being enforced.   

 Terry Sheneman is going try and get FBISD’s 2014 PRIDE data released so everyone can 
see the results and should have an update in a week or two. 

 
Capacity Building: 

 Mickey announced that a Coalition Awareness Breakfast will be held on 4/2/15 from 7:30-
8:30 am at the Quail Valley Country Club.  This event is an opportunity for current 
members to invite potential members to learn more about the coalition and what drives it. 
Meg will send out an evite for members to pass along to invitees.  

 Meg mentioned with more events coming up, they would like the media committee to 
overlook the coalition brochure and update it. 

 Meg mentioned that we are still in need of a media sector representative as well as a 
young adult sector rep and encouraged members to invite whoever they felt would be 
interested. The coalition is required to have a rep for each sector so this is imperative.  
Terry suggested reaching out to a local PBS station. 



 Mickey informed the group that he took Mandi Schexnayder up on her offer to visit 
Westpark Springs and he encouraged all members to do so. Mickey met with the 
hospital’s Chief Medical Director, Dr. Hashmi, while visiting and Dr. Hashmi expressed 
interest in speaking to our group in May. Mandi and Andrea mentioned they are hoping for 
the adolescent wing to open in April.  

 
Planning: 

 WATCH Health Fair- It was discussed that the coalition will be providing a photo booth for 
the event on 2/28 from 10 am-2 pm and that we will be using a theme of “I choose” and 
“Above the Influence” for the pictures. Members were asked to volunteer at the event.  

 Giving Spirits Charity concert and concurrent Alcohol Awareness Month Wellness Fair 
were talked about; the event will be held on 4/10 from 7:30-9:30 pm in Sugar Land Town 
Square.  Meg has emailed vendor applications to local organizations working to reducing 
underage drinking and alcohol abuse to help educate members about the variety of 
resources available in the community.  Members were encouraged to have a table or 
volunteer for the event and a sign up sheet was passed around.   Mickey mentioned that 
he recently reached out to Sugar Land Mayor Thompson regarding a proclamation 
recognizing Alcohol Awareness Month and has yet to hear back. Meg mentioned that Lisa, 
from Teens in the Driver Seat, has offered to arrange for a pedal kart to be brought out 
tothe event; the simulator was not available due to a scheduling conflict.  

 Tobacco committee update: Bruno Thouin, from the Houston Council, is responsible for 
doing tobacco retailer inspections for all of Region 6.  He is working his way to Fort Bend, 
doing 35 inspections a day.  Members expressed interest in having Bruno provide a brief 
training for the coalition on what he looks for in terms of signage, so that they might be 
able to notice and report to him any violations they encounter as they’re out in the 
community.  Contracts that the Sheriff’s Office and Missouri City Police Department have 
to do retailer compliance checks only allow officers to provide education to non-compliant 
vendors so Bruno’s services are very welcome and needed in the county.  Sergeant 
Barton, Sergeant Rader’s successor at the Fort Bend Sheriff’s Office Community Services 
Division, noted that their office is seeing an increase in non-compliant tobacco vendors.   
FBCPC is printing great coloring books created several years ago from artwork FBISD 
middle school students entered into the Tobacco Prevention & Control Coalition’s The 
Great American Smoke Out Graphic Arts Contest.  Susan and Becky Walker were 
instrumental in getting the book updated with new logos and a credit to the coalition for 
printing.  The books will be distributed by the coalition at puppet shows and health fairs.  
During the January committee meeting, Susan mentioned that free Say What! Kits are 
available to youth who commit to completing a tobacco prevention service project by July 
31, 2015.  The youth must have an adult sponsor to register the group on txsaywhat.com 
and apply for a mini-grant to receive the kit.    

 Prescription drug committee update: Mary and Annette recently spoke with Missouri City 
Police Captain Poulton to finalize arrangements for FBISD’s annual Clinic Take Back Day.  
On June 8th district employees, including Mary and Terry, will ride with MCPD to FBISD 
schools to collect leftover medication, except for sharps and needles; liquids and inhalers 
will be accepted.  Mary reported that the program has expanded and the nurses are 
thrilled.  
Meg recently spoke with Vicki Gist from Keep Sugar Land Beautiful about the possibility of 
continuing Medication Take Back Events and is following up on some information that 
Vicki provided.  Vicki also indicated that KSLB might be willing to sign on to a letter 
advocating for expanded permanent disposal boxes if it aligned with the organization’s 
mission.  



 Upcoming observances (Texas Tobacco Free Day on 3/18, Alcohol Awareness Month in 
April and National Prevention Week, May 17-23) were discussed with the group and 
everyone was encouraged to come up with ways to participate.  

 
Implementation: 

 Meg presented to the Optimist Club at Sweetwater Country Club on 2/17/15- a lot of the 
members seemed interested, will send them information about the coalition breakfast.  

 Payal Patani has been & will be collaborating with MD Anderson Cancer Center to present 
its “Too Cool to Smoke” puppet shows at the following FBISD Elementary Schools:  
3/18/15- Commonwealth, 4/1- Settlers Way, 4/2- Colony Meadows, 4/30- Mission Bend, 
5/6- Barbara Jordan 

 Upcoming health fairs FBCPC will be attending:  Austin High School on 3/3 6-8:30 pm, 
Hightower High School on 4/11 10 am-12 pm, Crown Beverage Packaging on 4/15 & 4/17 
5:30-10 am & YMCA Healthy Kids Day 4/25 from 10am-1 pm 
 

Education: 

 Members were given an overview of the CADCA trip that Meg, Teresa, Payal, Dr. Conlon 
& Michele Sims went on. Teresa Reading shared a picture slide show and testimonials 
were given of their experience.  Everyone was notified of the resources on the CADCA & 
SAMHSA websites. 

 Attendees watched an 11 minutes video, Then and Now – Industry Playbooks and 
Addiction Marketing, a look at how the marijuana industry is using the same marketing 
strategies as the tobacco industry to build a consumer base.  The video was well received.  
The coalition is looking for ways to screen it for other audiences.  Members are welcome 
to borrow it to show to other groups.  

 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:45 am- broke into sector groups  
 
Next Meeting: March 26, 2015 at 8:30 am  Administration Building, 16431 Lexington 
Blvd., Sugar Land 77479 


